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European Commission

The European Commission has proposed an ambitious strategy to protect Europe’s marine environment. The Thematic Strategy on the Protection and Conservation of the Marine Environment aims to ensure that all EU marine waters are environmentally healthy by 2021. It will be a key component of the future Maritime Policy proposed by the Commission in 2006 (see it at http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/index_en.html).

A new Strategy for the marine environment

Contamination by dangerous substances, excess nutrients, the impact of commercial fishing or effects of climate are, inter alia, affecting marine environment. The current deterioration of the marine environment and the associated erosion of its ecological capital, jeopardises the generation of wealth and employment opportunities derived from Europe’s oceans and seas, e.g. fisheries and tourism.

To turn this situation around the Commission proposed an integrated policy framework to help deal with the pressures and negative impacts on the marine environment. It lays down clear and operational guidelines on how to achieve good environmental status for all of the EU’s marine areas by 2021. The strategy is set out in a Communication, accompanied by a proposal for a Directive and the analysis underpinning the development of the strategy is contained in an accompanying Impact Assessment. The strategy will build upon what has been achieved so far at all levels of governance to protect Europe’s seas.

Marine regions

To tackle this situation the European Commission proposal sets out common objectives and methods - but these are to be implemented at the level of marine regions. This means that the Member States sharing a marine area will be responsible for working in close cooperation to develop plans designed to ensure good environmental status in their respective marine waters. These plans are to include a detailed assessment of the state of the environment, defining what achieving good environmental status means in the context of each regional sea. They will also contain clear environmental targets and monitoring programmes. No specific management measures will be set down at EU level, but plans must be checked and approved by the Commission. 

EU Member States share marine areas with non EU countries and an important part of achieving good environmental status will involve close co-operation with these third countries. Member States will be encouraged to work within the framework of existing regional seas conventions
 which have extensive expertise in protecting the marine environment. 

The full Strategy is available at 
http://158.166.167.18:8080/comm/environment/water/marine.htm 

� 	Such as the OSPAR Convention (North Sea and North Atlantic), the HELCOM Convention (Baltic Sea), the Barcelona Convention (the Mediterranean)
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