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National Focal PointsNational Focal Points
37 partner countries
20 NFP nominated
16 national web sites www.emwis-xx.org :

Algeria, France, Cyprus, Egypt, Italy, Greece, Jordan, Lebanon, Malta, 
Morocco,  Palestine, Israel, Portugal, Spain, Tunisia and Turkey

Each National Focal Point  is composed of a small 
team within a public or parapublic organization in 
charge of gathering and disseminating documentation 
and information relating to the water sector in each 
country.
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ATAT Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water ManagementEnvironment and Water Management

JOJO Ministry of Water and Irrigation Ministry of Water and Irrigation 

BEBE AminalAminal -- AfdelingAfdeling EuropaEuropa en Milieuen Milieu LBLB MinistMinistèère de l'Eau et de l'Energie re de l'Eau et de l'Energie 
CYCY Water Development Department Water Development Department --

Ministry for Agriculture Ministry for Agriculture 
LULU MinistMinistèèrere de de l'Environnementl'Environnement

DZDZ Agence de bassin ConstantinoisAgence de bassin Constantinois--
SeybousseSeybousse--MellegueMellegue

MAMA MinistMinistèère de lre de l’’AmAméénagement du Territoire, nagement du Territoire, 
de lde l’’Eau et de lEau et de l’’environnementenvironnement

ESES Centro de Centro de EstudiosEstudios y y ExperimentacionExperimentacion
de de ObrasObras PublicasPublicas (CEDEX)(CEDEX)

MTMT Malta Resources AuthorityMalta Resources Authority

EGEG Ministry of Water Resources and Ministry of Water Resources and 
IrrigationIrrigation (Main Information (Main Information CenterCenter))

PSPS Palestinian Water AuthorityPalestinian Water Authority

FRFR Service National dService National d’’Information et de Information et de 
Documentation sur lDocumentation sur l’’Eau (SNIDE)Eau (SNIDE)

PTPT InstitutoInstituto de Agua (INAG)de Agua (INAG)

GRGR Ministry of Environment Ministry of Environment SYSY Ministry of IrrigationMinistry of Irrigation
ILIL Hydrological Service of Israel Hydrological Service of Israel TNTN MinistMinistèère de l'Agriculture re de l'Agriculture –– BIRH BIRH --

Direction GDirection Géénnéérale des Ressources en Eaurale des Ressources en Eau
ITIT SOGESIDSOGESID TRTR General Directorate of State HydraulicGeneral Directorate of State Hydraulic
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The role of National Focal PointsThe role of National Focal Points

•• Implementation and management of the national water Implementation and management of the national water 
information server as an EMWIS nodeinformation server as an EMWIS node

•• Information collection and implementation of the thematic Information collection and implementation of the thematic 
directory directory 

•• Agreements with information sources managers for access Agreements with information sources managers for access 
through  EMWIS through  EMWIS 

•• Development of common access to these information Development of common access to these information 
sourcessources
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National Focal Points MandateNational Focal Points Mandate
•• Participating in meetings organized by the Coordination CommitteParticipating in meetings organized by the Coordination Committeee
•• Making an inventory and approving the sources of available Making an inventory and approving the sources of available 

informationinformation
•• Organizing the procedures of communication and access to approveOrganizing the procedures of communication and access to approved d 

information in the countryinformation in the country
•• Ensuring that the protocols of access to information are translaEnsuring that the protocols of access to information are translated ted 

and available in the working EMWIS languages (English and Frenchand available in the working EMWIS languages (English and French). ). 
•• Developing, whenever necessary, the tools and interface softwareDeveloping, whenever necessary, the tools and interface software

which permit access to informationwhich permit access to information
•• Ensuring relations with country's usersEnsuring relations with country's users
•• Contributing to the elaboration of the annual Contributing to the elaboration of the annual workprogrammeworkprogramme of the of the 

Technical Unit.Technical Unit.
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International Focal PointInternational Focal Point
•• The The EMWIS Technical UnitEMWIS Technical Unit also acts also acts as a as a Focal PointFocal Point at an international at an international 

level.level.

EMWIS SERVICES:EMWIS SERVICES:
•• Thematic water directory: Thematic water directory: «« who does whatwho does what »» per  topic and per countryper  topic and per country
•• Daily update of water news and events in the Daily update of water news and events in the EuromedEuromed regionregion
•• Documentary database: allows search of documents (reports, booksDocumentary database: allows search of documents (reports, books, , 

proceedings, etc) in the whole portalproceedings, etc) in the whole portal

•• Projects database: (MEDAProjects database: (MEDA--NIPsNIPs, MEDA, MEDA--Water, LIFE, SMAP, INCOWater, LIFE, SMAP, INCO--MED, MED, 
FP4FP4--FP7, INTERREG, etc)FP7, INTERREG, etc)

•• EMWIS Multilingual Water ThesaurusEMWIS Multilingual Water Thesaurus

•• International water initiatives: International water initiatives: MedWIPMedWIP, MEDA Water, MED, MEDA Water, MED--EUWI, EUEUWI, EU--
WFD, EU Research Framework Programmes (FP4WFD, EU Research Framework Programmes (FP4--FP7), LIFE, SMAP, FP7), LIFE, SMAP, 
UNEPUNEP--MAP: MSSD, MEDSTAT, EXACTMAP: MSSD, MEDSTAT, EXACT

•• Monthly electronic Flash (newsletter)Monthly electronic Flash (newsletter)



International Focal PointInternational Focal Point



Online services providedOnline services provided
«« who does whatwho does what »»

Common Common taxonomytaxonomy
((multilingualmultilingual thesaurus)thesaurus)

Clearing house for EU programs and initiativesClearing house for EU programs and initiatives
RegionalRegional water water projectsprojects databasedatabase

Monthly Monthly eNewseNews Flash in Arabic, Flash in Arabic, 
English and FrenchEnglish and French

Thematic forums/foldersThematic forums/folders
Ground water, water scarcityGround water, water scarcity
Water glossaries, satellite images, etc.Water glossaries, satellite images, etc.

National portalsNational portals



The 5 priority topics in the Water sector The 5 priority topics in the Water sector 

Institutions

Documentation, including legislation

Education and training

Research and Development

Data administration

J. El Kharraz, EMWIS T. U.; 2007-05-10; Nicosia - CYPRUS



Institutions Institutions 
•• Description of the institutional water management in Description of the institutional water management in 

the country, the country, 
•• Graphic schematising the links between the Graphic schematising the links between the 

institutionsinstitutions
•• Description of the role and the competences of each Description of the role and the competences of each 

entityentity
•• Organisations:Organisations:

–– Ministries Ministries 
–– Basins organisations Basins organisations 
–– City councils City councils 
–– Public and private water and sanitation utilitiesPublic and private water and sanitation utilities
–– NGOs & associationsNGOs & associations
–– Private companiesPrivate companies



Institutions Institutions 



Documentation, including legislation
•• Documentation:Documentation:
•• A list of public/university libraries or documentation centres wA list of public/university libraries or documentation centres with significant ith significant 

resources focusing on inland water.resources focusing on inland water.
•• Key national strategy documents (e.g. master plan)Key national strategy documents (e.g. master plan)
•• When existing, direct access to the documentation system of NFP When existing, direct access to the documentation system of NFP or of its or of its 

partners (e.g. through agreements with libraries) with metadata partners (e.g. through agreements with libraries) with metadata exposure exposure 
and full text access if possible (i.e. for public documents)and full text access if possible (i.e. for public documents)

•• Legislation: Legislation: 
–– A statement identifying the competent authority that can provideA statement identifying the competent authority that can provide the the 

official legislation and the official official legislation and the official language(slanguage(s) and the list of relevant ) and the list of relevant 
national laws with title, date of publication and a brief summarnational laws with title, date of publication and a brief summary or y or 
commentary. The translation should focus on this part rather thacommentary. The translation should focus on this part rather than on n on 
the full textthe full text

–– An analysis of the coverage of the water law with a description An analysis of the coverage of the water law with a description of its of its 
organisation and a thematic classification of the texts could beorganisation and a thematic classification of the texts could be
developed with the support of a specialised lawyerdeveloped with the support of a specialised lawyer

–– Links to the full text legislation when availableLinks to the full text legislation when available
–– List of international conventions covering (even partly) inland List of international conventions covering (even partly) inland water (e.g. water (e.g. 

RAMSAR conventionRAMSAR convention, , Mediterranean Action PlanMediterranean Action Plan) involving the country.) involving the country.



Documentation, including legislation



Documentation, including legislation



Education and trainingEducation and training
• Educational curricula for student:

– List of the universities or schools (with contact details) providing courses 
classified by topics

– When possible details about the courses (e.g. duration, certificates 
required to attend the course, etc.)

– Link to the MEDA-Tempus program for exchange between universities 
with a brief explanation of this program and the national contact for 
further information (check 
http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/tempus/countries/index_en.
html for information on your country involvement in TEMPUS)

• Vocational training for workers who want to update their skills or obtain new 
knowledge
– List of the centres providing courses classified by topics
– When possible details about the courses (e.g. duration, knowledge 

required to attend the course, etc.)
– For the international courses opened to foreigners: syndication of the 

training news published by the Technical Unit (url and connection details 
to be provided by the Technical Unit)



Education and trainingEducation and training



Research & DevelopmentResearch & Development
• List of the main research centres involved in water and 

sanitation with a description of their field of competences
• List of the public organisations managing R&D programs (e.g. 

national administrations, basin organisations, local/regional 
authorities) with their R&D planning (e.g. priorities, investment 
plans)

• List of international projects involving the country extracted 
from the Technical Unit database using an XML syndication and 
a filter

• List of national projects (at least the on-going projects) using 
the common EMWIS metadata. Alternatively, these projects 
could be included in the EMWIS database and displayed on the 
NFP web site together with the international projects involving 
the country using an XML syndication and a filter

• List of organisations financing R&D projects (e.g. international
organisations) with a brief description of the type of projects 
financed



Research & DevelopmentResearch & Development



Research & DevelopmentResearch & Development



Data managementData management
• This section should provide a list of the official water data 

providers labeled by themes including for each theme
• - Contact details 
• - Direct web access if existing

Different kind of data can be included:
•Geographical data 

•Meteorological and climate data 
•Remote Sensing and GIS data 
•Orographical data 
•Geology data
•Hydrography data

•Economy (agriculture, industry, services)
•Tourism
•Language



Data managementData management



Data managementData management



Water cultureWater cultureTunisia



Water newsWater newsAlgeria



Morocco



Spain CONTACT with the usersCONTACT with the users



Importance of EMWIS focal pointsImportance of EMWIS focal points
for for eacheach countrycountry

•• The water information portal for the countryThe water information portal for the country

•• The The window owindow on the countryn the country knowknow--how how iin n the the 
waterwater sectorsector

•• A major A major tooltool for building new collaborationsfor building new collaborations

•• A A nodenode of the Euroof the Euro--Med systemMed system


