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The EuroThe Euro--Med Partnership in Med Partnership in 
the water sectorthe water sector

EuroEuro--Mediterranean conference of the Water General DirectorsMediterranean conference of the Water General Directors
Approval of EMWIS Strategic Plan for Phase IIApproval of EMWIS Strategic Plan for Phase II

Madrid’01

EuroEuro--Mediterranean Ministerial conference on local water managementMediterranean Ministerial conference on local water management
Approval of the Action Plan for the MEDA Water call for proposalApproval of the Action Plan for the MEDA Water call for proposalss
Strengthening of EMWISStrengthening of EMWIS

Turin’99

EuroEuro--Mediterranean Ministerial Conference on the environmentMediterranean Ministerial Conference on the environment
EMWIS taken into accountEMWIS taken into account

Helsinki’97

EuroEuro--Mediterranean conference of the 27 Water General DirectorsMediterranean conference of the 27 Water General Directors
Approval of EMWISApproval of EMWIS

Naples’97

EuroEuro--Mediterranean Ministerial conference on water managementMediterranean Ministerial conference on water management
EMWIS creationEMWIS creation

Marseille’96

EuroEuro--Mediterranean conference  of Foreign Affairs MinistersMediterranean conference  of Foreign Affairs Ministers
Creation of the EuroCreation of the Euro--MediterraneanMediterranean partnershippartnership

Barcelone’95
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EMWIS CharacteristicsEMWIS Characteristics

EMWIS is an EMWIS is an EuroEuro--MediterraneanMediterranean system system 
of of 

sharedshared and and approvedapproved
information on information on knowknow--howhow in the in the waterwater

sectorsector
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EMWIS ObjectivesEMWIS Objectives

To create To create a tool for cooperationa tool for cooperation between the European and between the European and 
Mediterranean countriesMediterranean countries whose aim is to:whose aim is to:
–– Facilitate access to the existing informationFacilitate access to the existing information on knowon know--howhow;;
–– Develop the sharing of informationDevelop the sharing of information to enable anyone to make to enable anyone to make 

known his activities, his topics of interest known his activities, his topics of interest ……;;
–– Create common products and cooperation programmesCreate common products and cooperation programmes to  to  

develop available information and to promote the collection develop available information and to promote the collection 
of the lacking information.of the lacking information.

In the water sectorIn the water sector
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Internet

EMWIS USER

International Focal Point
Technical Unit
www.emwis.org

www.semide.org

International Focal Point
Technical Unit
www.emwis.org

www.semide.org

N.F.PN.F.P
N.F.P

www.emwis-es.org
www.semide-es.org

N.F.P
www.emwis-es.org
www.semide-es.org

Information sources
in the country

N.F.P
(National Focal Point)

www.emwis-xx.org

www.semide-xx.org

N.F.P
www.emwis-cy.org

www.semide-cy.org

N.F.P
www.emwis-cy.org

www.semide-cy.org

International information 
sources

(International organizations)

IS     = Information System

International level

National level

Topic level
National or Local

= Remote access of quality
= Local access
= Remote access

LEGEND

ISIS

IS ISISIS

= Functional relation 

IS IS

Technical ArchitectureTechnical Architecture
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OrganisationalOrganisational structurestructure

Steering Committee (SC)

Supervising Board

EMWIS Technical unit core team 
(TU)

External experts
Coordination 
Committee

Yearly meetings

Yearly 

meetings

Quarterly 
meetings

Contractual agreements

EMWIS Steering Committee President

SC President
TU members
- CEDEX - ES
- OIEau - FR
- SOGESID - IT

SPAIN
Juan CANOVAS

Water Directors of 9 
countries: DZ, CY, JO, MA, 

MT, PS, ES, FR, IT
TU members as observers

Presidency: SPAIN
Vice-Presidency: CYPRUS

NFP coordinators
Presidency: MOROCCO

Vice-Presidency: MALTA

European Economic Interest Group UT-SEMIDE
5 employees, Sophia Antipolis - FR

Members from ES, FR and IT
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National Focal PointsNational Focal Points
(NFP)(NFP)

35 partner countries

20 NFP nominated

15 national web sites 
Algeria, France, Cyprus, 
Italy, Greece, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Malta, Morocco,  
Palestine, Israel, Portugal, 
Spain, Tunisia and Turkey
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The role of National Focal PointsThe role of National Focal Points

•• Implementation and management of the national water Implementation and management of the national water 
information server as an EMWIS nodeinformation server as an EMWIS node

•• Information collection and implementation of the thematic Information collection and implementation of the thematic 
directory directory 

•• Agreements with information sources managers for access Agreements with information sources managers for access 
through  EMWIS through  EMWIS 

•• Development of common access to these information Development of common access to these information 
sourcessources
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Importance of EMWIS Importance of EMWIS 
focal points for focal points for eacheach countrycountry

•• The water information portal for the countryThe water information portal for the country

•• The The window owindow on the countryn the country knowknow--how how iin n the the 
waterwater sectorsector

•• A major tool for building new collaborationsA major tool for building new collaborations

•• A A nodenode ofof thethe EuroEuro--Med systemMed system
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EMWIS NFP organisationsEMWIS NFP organisations

SOGESIDSOGESID

Hydrological Service of Israel Hydrological Service of Israel 

Ministry of Environment Ministry of Environment 

Service National dService National d’’Information et de Information et de 
Documentation sur lDocumentation sur l’’Eau (SNIDE)Eau (SNIDE)

Ministry of Water Resources and Ministry of Water Resources and 
IrrigationIrrigation

Centro de Centro de EstudiosEstudios y y ExperimentacionExperimentacion
de de ObrasObras PublicasPublicas (CEDEX)(CEDEX)

Agence de bassin Agence de bassin ConstantinoisConstantinois--
SeybousseSeybousse--MellegueMellegue

Water Development Department Water Development Department --
Ministry for Agriculture Ministry for Agriculture 

AminalAminal -- AfdelingAfdeling EuropaEuropa en Milieuen Milieu

Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water ManagementEnvironment and Water Management

ITIT

ILIL

GRGR

FRFR

EGEG

ESES

DZDZ

CYCY

BEBE

ATAT

MinistMinistèère de l'Eau et de l're de l'Eau et de l'EnergieEnergieLBLB

General Directorate of State HydraulicGeneral Directorate of State HydraulicTRTR

MinistMinistèère de l'Agriculture re de l'Agriculture TNTN

Ministry of IrrigationMinistry of IrrigationSYSY

Palestinian Water AuthorityPalestinian Water AuthorityPSPS

InstitutoInstituto de de AguaAgua (INAG)(INAG)PTPT

Malta Resources AuthorityMalta Resources AuthorityMTMT

MinistMinistèère de lre de l’’AmAméénagement du nagement du 
Territoire, de lTerritoire, de l’’Eau et de lEau et de l’’environnementenvironnement

MAMA

MinistMinistèèrere de de l'Environnementl'EnvironnementLULU

Ministry of Water and Irrigation Ministry of Water and Irrigation JOJO
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The 5 priority topics in the Water sector The 5 priority topics in the Water sector 

•• InstitutionsInstitutions
•• Documentation, including legislationDocumentation, including legislation
•• Education and trainingEducation and training
•• Research and DevelopmentResearch and Development
•• Data administrationData administration
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Services offeredServices offered
todaytoday

•• Thematic water directory: Thematic water directory: «« who does whatwho does what »» per  topic and per countryper  topic and per country
•• Information search tools through all National websitesInformation search tools through all National websites
•• Multilingual search engine on distributed bibliographical databaMultilingual search engine on distributed bibliographical databasesses
•• A circle for exchanging information: mailing lists and thematic A circle for exchanging information: mailing lists and thematic electronic foraelectronic fora
•• Information portal:Information portal:

–– What's new in each countryWhat's new in each country
–– Institutions water structure in each countryInstitutions water structure in each country
–– Other services developed by the National Focal PointsOther services developed by the National Focal Points
–– MonthlyMonthly electronicelectronic newsnews--flashflash
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EMWIS Thematic DirectoryEMWIS Thematic Directory
Who does what in the water sector in the EuroWho does what in the water sector in the Euro--Med Med 
countriescountries

•• OrganisationsOrganisations
•• Information sourcesInformation sources
•• ContactsContacts

–– Persons representing the organisationsPersons representing the organisations
–– Managers of information sourcesManagers of information sources
–– Experts Experts 

Distributed database managed by the NFP with a common model. It 
provides information on :
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TheThe ssystemystem atat workwork

NFP
Italy INTERNET IFP

France

NFP
Spain

NFP
France

NFP
Jordan

NFP
Greece

NFP
Turkey

NFP
Algeria

NFP
Morocco

NFP
Egypt

NFP
Israel

NFP
Cyprus

NFP
Lebanon

1

2

2

2

3

4

1

NFP
Syria

www.emwis-cy.org
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EN or FR EN or FR oror
ARAR

NationalNationalContent Content languagelanguage

All All serversservers
(max. 36)(max. 36)

NationalNationalSearchSearch levellevel on on 
thethe contentcontent

EN + FR + EN + FR + 
ARAR

National +National +
EN EN ++ FRFR

Access Access languagelanguage
T.U. T.U. serverserverNFP NFP serverserver

Language and AccessLanguage and Access
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Main activitiesMain activities
(2003(2003--2006)2006)

1. Maintaining a strong institutional co-ordination
2. Reinforcing the National Focal Points

Support, training and adapting the system to national needs and requirement

3. Expansion and development of services
Incl. Integration of the Arabic language, water meta-crawler development

4. Improving the flexibility of the technical architecture (XML based)
5. Operating information existing services
6. Fostering the promotion of the system
7. Development of regional thematic reviews

– EU Framework Directive and Med Partner Countries
– Use of non-conventional water resources
– Irrigation water management
– Integrated management of local drinking water supply, sanitation and sewage 

8. Information clearing house for International actions:
E.C.  MEDA – Water programme
MED component of the EU water initiative

9. Liaison with international initiatives
to harmonise information exchange
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ConclusionsConclusions

•• EMWIS EMWIS reflects a real need and a strong demand of reflects a real need and a strong demand of 
all the partnersall the partners

•• By giving access to knowledge in the institutional, By giving access to knowledge in the institutional, 
technical, and knowtechnical, and know--how fields, EMWIS proves to how fields, EMWIS proves to 
be a very powerful tool supporting the be a very powerful tool supporting the 
implementation of sustainable development policies implementation of sustainable development policies 
in the field of water managementin the field of water management
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EMWIS: EMWIS: 
a collaboration tool among Euroa collaboration tool among Euro--Med Med 

countries in the water sectorcountries in the water sector

http://http://www.semide.orgwww.semide.org
http://http://www.emwis.orgwww.emwis.org
Tel: +33 492 94 22 90Tel: +33 492 94 22 90
Fax +33 492 94 22 95Fax +33 492 94 22 95

Email: Email: info@semide.orginfo@semide.org


