
 

 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

 

On the fifth of November the European Policy Summit on Water “Saving Europe’s Water 

– It’s Place in the EU Green Strategy” was organised by the European Water 

Partnership, together with Friends of Europe. This annual high-level conference proved 

to be a successful event for the third year running, with high-level speakers from 

politics, business and NGO’s, leading to some very concrete results and follow up. 

 

Normally taking place in June, the Summit was this year moved to November to fit into 

the European Regional Process for the fifth World Water Forum in Istanbul, which the 

EWP coordinates. The audience of about 350 participants represented all regions in 

Europe and combined organisations from all sectors active in water. They engaged in 

very active discussion on three of the subjects of the European Regional Process: 

“Climate Change and Adaptation”, “Finance” and “Water Scarcity and Droughts”. The 

results of these discussions will contribute to the European Regional Process and will be 

brought to the political and thematic processes of among others the World Water 

Forum and COP15 in 2009. 

 

A full report reflecting the rich discussions will be available soon, but below I would 

already like to highlight some of the main messages: 

 

- Europe should to take a similar leading role on Climate Change Adaptation as it 
did on Mitigation. It has to set up a stronger and more focused cooperation on 

this subject, showing leadership to the world and also involving the private 
sector. The European Water Partnership will shortly inform you about its plans 

to react to this call for more cooperation within Europe. 

- The financial sector is of extreme importance to solve the water challenges, but 
is not brought into the debate as much as it should be. The financial challenges 

we face in the water sector now are not new, and have been solved in other 

sectors before. We should look at these solutions and learn from them. 

- On Water Scarcity and Drought, EC Commissioner Stavros Dimas stated that 
measures to address the water scarcity and droughts challenges should not 

only lead to more availability, but to financial savings for industry and 
consumers as well.  

 

More information on the outcomes of the Summit is available at European Water News 

(www.european-waternews.com). On the European Water Partnership website 

(www.ewp.eu) you can find more information on the European Regional Process for the 

fifth World Water Forum. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Harro Riedstra 

European Water Partnership 

Project Manager 


