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European Union funding opportunities 
a selection for civil society actors in the Mediterranean region

Important notice:

Grants, awarded for projects by (in general, non-profit-making) external organisations, are selected on the basis of calls for proposals. The publication of a call for proposals will indicate the relevant funding priorities of the European Union, eligibility criteria, deadline and any other conditions for the award of a grant. 
ALWAYS FOLLOW CAREFULLY THE APPLICATION GUIDELINES AS PUBLISHED IN THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS NOTICE.

As there is not for all the Programmes a fixed annual calendar for the publication of the calls, we have indicated for each of them web page(s) from where to find further information on the programme, as well as on the relevant calls for proposals.

This document aims at providing general information on some funding opportunities, which could be particularly interesting for civil society actors in the Mediterranean region. Some of the funding opportunities are focusing on a limited geographical area, such as the MEDA Programme. Others limit the funding on the basis of an intervention sector, like the European Programme for Food Aid and Food Security.

Some examples of funding opportunities for civil society actors:

NB: The indications given below concern the programme as a whole. Always see the specific guidelines applicable for the specific funding opportunity, once published in the call for proposals notice in question.

Tempus

Purpose: To help the process of social and economic reform by developing the higher education systems in the MEDA region. The programme encourages the co-operation between higher education institutions in the MEDA countries and in the European Union. These objectives are reached by restructuring higher education in the Partner Countries (e.g. establishing new courses, reforming old ones, encouraging institutions to work together in a particular discipline, or providing material aid, but only in so far as is needed to achieve the objectives of Tempus funded projects).

Requirements: Three types of grants are awarded: 

1) Joint European Projects (JEP) involve a partnership between universities in Mediterranean Partner Countries and EU Member States, which decide to work on a specific area, preferably on a priority area identified by the national authorities in the Mediterranean Partner Countries., 2) Individual mobility grants (IMG) for professors, lecturers, members of the staff, ministry officials etc. with a duration of one to eight weeks.

3) Structural and complementary measures for short-term support activities (from a few weeks to one year.

Deadlines: The following are the recent and forthcoming deadlines on the Tempus Programme:

· JEP 15/12/2003 for projects beginning in autumn 2004

· IMG 15/2/2004 for visits from 1/7/2004 to 30/10/2004

· Structural and complementary measures 15/2/2004 for projects foreseen between 15/9/2004 and 15/9/2005
Amount: The Tempus Programme has a budget of € 43 million for 2003 and 2004 in the Mediterranean Partner Countries. This amount will be awarded through the calls of proposals related to the activities mentioned above. Funding for the Mediterranean Partner Countries is allocated from the MEDA Programme budget. The Tempus Programme is managed by the Directorate General for Education and Culture.

Additional information: 

Information on the Tempus Programme and documents for downloading:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/programmes/tempus/index_en.html
Information on the Tempus Programme and Guide for Applicants for downloading:

http://www.etf.eu.int/tempus.nsf
Euro-Med Youth: The Euro-Mediterranean Youth Action Programme

Purpose: To facilitate the integration of young people into social and working life and stimulate the democratisation of  the society. The most common themes for projects from the Mediterranean Partner Countries are: youth information, environment protection, addressing the social exclusion and art and culture. 

Euro-Med Youth Programme focuses on the following main actions of the European Commission YOUTH Programme: 

Action 1 Youth for Europe: Youth exchanges offer an opportunity for groups of young people (aged 15-25) from different countries to meet. The groups explore common themes and learn about each other’s culture.

Action 2 Voluntary Service: Young people (age 18-25) are able to spend up to 12 months abroad as volunteers helping in local projects in a wide range of fields: social, ecological, environmental, cultural, etc.…

Action 5  Support measures : these measures complement the implementation of youth exchanges or voluntary services enhancing their benefits, for instance through exchanges of good practices or training of project organisers. 

Requirements: The Programme beneficiaries are young people aged between 15 and 25, youth associations and local NGO-s in the 12 Mediterranean Partner Countries and in the 15 EU Member States. 

Grant applications can be submitted by any of the projects partners, based either in an EU Member State or in one of the Mediterranean Partner Countries. These applicant organisations submit the application, on behalf of all partners, to the relevant YOUTH National Agency or National Coordinator, which then forwards it to the European Commission for project selection. 

Deadlines: The annual application deadlines for submission of projects are the following:
· 1st February for projects starting between 1/7 and 31/12

· 1st June for projects starting between 1/11 and 30/4

· 1st November for projects starting between 01/04 and 30/9

Amount: The Euro-Med Youth programme II has a budget of € 14 million for 2002-2004. This amount will be awarded through the calls of proposals related to the activities mentioned above.

Additional information:

Information on the European Commission YOUTH Programme:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/youth/index_en.html
Information on the Euro-Med Youth Programme:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/youth/priorities/euromed_en.html
Published calls for proposals:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/youth/call/index_en.html
Other structures linked to the Euro-Med Youth Programme :

Information on the Resource Centre SALTO - YOUTH Euro-Med 


http://www.salto-youth.net
Information on the Euro-Med Youth Platform :


http://www.euromedp.org
Euro-Med Heritage: Regional Programme for Euro-Mediterranean Heritage

Purpose: The preservation and development of the Euro-Mediterranean cultural heritage.

The programme’s general objective is to highlight the common Euro-Mediterranean heritage by integrating its diverse traditions and customs and identifying their visible and invisible links so that it can be used as an instrument to promote a policy of openness, tolerance, peace and stability in the region. This common heritage will also be a factor in regional economic development and have a positive impact at local level. A more specific objective of the Euro-Med Heritage programme is to increase Mediterranean partners’ capacity to manage and exploit their heritage. Some of the ongoing projects are focusing on the heritage conservation, support and training for traditional Mediterranean arts and crafts, promotion of small producers of regional food and textiles, promotion of classical Mediterranean music etc.

Requirements: Each call for proposals notice will set the specific priority areas and conditions on which basis the grants will be awarded. In the latest call for proposals some of the eligibility criteria were as follows: Eligible applicant was to be non-profit-making. It could have been private or public sector operator, non-governmental organisation, research institute, university, cultural association, or regional or local authority. In addition, applications were only to be submitted by organisations coming from at least two European Union countries and a group of Mediterranean organisations covering the largest possible number of Mediterranean Partners.

Amount: In the latest call for proposals in 2001, the global indicative amount available was € 24 million. The minimum amount set for a grant was € 500.000, and the maximum was set to € 3 million. In addition, a grant was not to exceed 80% of the total project
Deadline: The latest call for proposals took place in spring 2001 and the result was published on the EuropeAid internet site. There are no calls for proposals foreseen in the near future  before the results of the evaluation of Heritage I, which is currently ongoing.
Additional information:

More information on the Euro-Med Heritage Programme:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/projects/med/regional/heritage_en.htm
Search engine for calls for proposals concerning the EU programmes managed by EuropeAid (e.g. EC external aid). Choose heading MEDA:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl
Euro-Med Audiovisual: Regional Programme for Euro-Mediterranean Audiovisual Co-operation

Purpose: The programme aims at new forms of co-operation between European and Mediterranean operators in the audiovisual sector. This programme supports regional multi-annual projects in the fields of television and cinema, particularly in the following areas: preservation of archives, production and co-production, broadcasting/distribution and circulation of audiovisual products to reinforce the visibility of the Mediterranean culture between the two sides of the Mediterranean. Six projects have been selected in the first call for proposal Euro-Med Audiovisual I:

- MEDEA (development of audiovisual project)

- CAPMED (restoration and valorization of TV archives)

- CINEMAMED (promotion of Mediterranean films through festivals and training)

- EUROPACINEMAS (crossboarder circulation of European and Mediterranean films)

- EUROMEDIATOON (creation of an animation studio in Tunisia)

- ELLES, aux abords de la Mediterranée (production of 12 documentaries about the role of      women in Mediterranean life.)
Requirements: The first call for proposals of Euro-Med Audiovisual I has been set to answer to the specific needs expressed by Mediterranean countries in the fields of restoration, development, production, distribution of audiovisual programmes and the use of new technologies

The second call for proposal concerning Euro-Med Audiovisual II will be launched in 2004 and aims to the development of the audiovisual sector (radio, television, cinema) between the Mediterranean  Partners, fostering the emergence of a Euro-Mediterranean cultural identity and more specifically, to develop co-operation among audiovisual operators in the region (training),  to enhance Euro-Mediterranean audio-visual heritage and to foster the dissemination of TV and cinema production throughout the region

Amount: In the last call for proposals out of € 18 million, the maximum amount allowed to a project was 4 € million. The total of the new call  for proposals will be around € 15 million.

Deadlines: The deadline for the last call for proposal is the 31/12/2005.  The Commission decision for the next programme has not yet been adopted but it is foreseen to be adopted in 2004.

Additional information: 

Euromed Special Feature on Euromed audiovisual co-operation  are included in special issues of  Euromed Synopsis in July 2001. The existing website of the relevant projects are located to:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/euromed/publication/special_feature24_en.pdf

EU Partnership for Peace

Purpose: EU Partnership for Peace programme is one of the funding instruments for the Middle East Peace Process (MEPP). The overall objectives of the EU Partnership for Peace Programme are to help re-create the conditions for re-launching the peace process and provide a solid foundation at civil society level for a just and lasting peace in the Middle East by strengthening and increasing direct civil society relationships and co-operation based on equality and reciprocity between Arabs (not only Palestinians but also including the whole region), Israelis, including the Arab-Palestinian minority in Israel.

Requirements: Each call for proposals notice will set the specific priority areas and the conditions for the award of the grants. The eligibility criteria usually include 1) the definition of the organisations which may request a grant, 2) the actions for which a grant may be awarded, and 3) the types of cost which may be taken into account in setting the amount of the grant.

Deadline: The latest call for proposals was closed on 22 September 2003.

Amount: In the latest call for proposals the overall indicative amount made available was € 5,8 million. The minimum amount for a grant was € 100,000 and the maximum € 500,000. The grant was not to be for less than 25% of the total eligible costs of the action, nor exceed 80% of the total eligible costs of the action. Although the grant could have covered the entire costs of the action if this was essential to carry it out. 
Additional information:
Search engine for calls for proposals concerning the EU programmes managed by EuropeAid (e.g. EC external aid). Choose heading MEDA:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl
Information on the Middle East Peace Process (MEPP)

http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/mepp/index.htm
NGO co-financing

Purpose: The main purpose is to reduce poverty by providing disadvantaged sections of the population in developing countries with support to help them meet their basic needs, improve their living conditions and strengthen their development capacity. Co-financing with NGOs also aims at increasing European public awareness of development issues. This instrument complements the main funding instruments for development cooperation.

Requirements: Operations shall be proposed by European NGOs and conducted in cooperation with their partners in the developing countries and shall be aimed at poverty alleviation as well as at enhancing the target group's quality of life and own development capacity.


Deadline: Latest call for proposals for NGO co-financing was in the beginning of 2003. Usually there is one call for proposals per year. In 2004 next call for proposals is foreseen by September.
Amount: Funding through this instrument was approximately € 198 million in 2002. Usually, 90% of the funds are allocated to the cofinancing of various activities in developing countries undertaken by NGOs and their partners, and the remaining 10% are allocated to the cofinancing of activities to educate and raise the awareness of the European public in regard to development issues. Funding for an individual project can reach up to 75% of the total project costs 
Additional information: 

Information on the European Union’s NGO co-financing 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/projects/ong_cd/intro_ong_en.htm


Search engine for calls for proposals concerning the EU programmes managed by EuropeAid (e.g. EC external aid). For calls for proposals on NGO co-financing choose heading OTHER:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl
EIDHR –European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights

Purpose: EIDHR purpose is to support human rights, democratisation and conflict prevention activities to be carried out primarily in partnership with NGOs and international organisations. 

Requirements: The budget is aimed specifically at NGOs. The partners eligible for financing are regional and international organisations, non-governmental organisations, national, regional and local authorities and official agencies, community-based organisations and public or private-sector institutes and operators. 

Deadline: The calls for proposals for the EIDHR have been general calls inviting applications on any aspect, which the programme covers, as well as thematic calls on specific issues on democracy and human rights. Next calls are foreseen to be published in March 2004, and would cover some of the specific themes of EIDHR. 
EIDHR calls for proposals aim at selecting project proposals targeting specific themes covered by the programme. Applicants must follow the "guidelines for applicants" issued when a call is launched. Generally, applicants have 90 days to submit a project proposal. The next calls for proposals are foreseen to be published in March 2004.  

Amount: Approximately € 100 million are available annually for the EIDHR. This amount funds 1) Projects identified through calls for proposals, with an EC contribution of not less than € 300.000, which is implemented by civil society operators including local authorities, 2) Targeted projects identified by the European Commission in the pursuit of specific objectives which cannot be assured through the call for proposals, and 3) Micro-projects, which are small projects under € 50.000 administered directly by European Commission Delegations in the countries concerned. 
Additional information:

Information about the EIDHR


http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/projects/eidhr/index_en.htm
Search engine for calls for proposals concerning the EU programmes managed by EuropeAid (e.g. EC external aid). For calls for proposals on EIHDR choose heading OTHER:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl
The EU’s Research Framework Programme

Purpose: The Framework Programme is the EU’s main instrument for research in Europe. It covers a period of five years and it has been implemented since 1984. The sixth Framework Programme (FP6) it is fully operational since January 1st 2003. FP6 aims to contribute to the creation of a true “European Research Area”, an internal market for science and technology. It fosters scientific excellence, competitiveness and innovation through the promotion of better co-operation and coordination between relevant actors at all levels.

Requirements: FP6 does not cover all areas of science and technology, a limited number of thematic priorities have been identified (life sciences, information society technologies, nanotechnologies, aeronautics and space, food quality and safety, sustainable development, citizens and governance in a knowledge-based society). Detailed descriptions of these areas and specific topics will be given in the calls for proposals so potential participants have to check carefully if their ideas for projects fit within the scope of this priorities and topics. In general, the EU contributes only a certain percentage of the total costs of a project so participants have to mobilise their own resources accordingly. It should be noticed that projects have to be transnational, that is, only consortia of partners from different member and associated countries can apply for mobility and training actions the fellows have to go to a country different from their country of origin or residence. FP6 provides also possibilities and funding for organisations from third countries.

Deadline: There are several call for proposals throughout the year. Research teams and consortia wanting to submit a proposal in response to a call would normally have a minimum of three months to elaborate and submit their proposal. Calls have strict deadlines which are enforced to the minute. Proposals are evaluated and selected by the European Commission with the help of independent external experts. Successful proposals will lead to a contract between the European Commission and participants.

Amount: The budget for the Sixth FP will be € 17.5 billion. 7 % of this amount will be spent on nuclear research within EURATOM framework programme. The biggest part of FP budget (€ 11 285 Mio) will be spent on “focussing and integrating” future research activities on the above mentioned seven thematic priority areas. € 2 605 Mio have been allocated in order to structure the European Research Area, covering the following activities: research and innovation, human resources and mobility, research infrastructures and science and society. Finally, a further amount of € 320 Mio will be spent on measures to strengthen the foundations of the European Research Area.

Additional information:

General information on research:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/research
General information on the Sixth Framework Programme:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/fp6
Information on research programmes and projects:

http://www.cordis.lu
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