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FEASIBILITY STUDY ON THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF A REGIONAL WATER OBSERVATION MECHANISM 

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION 
Introductory note and explanations on the questionnaire for the “Diagnostic study at the regional/international level”:

Identifying needs and expectations with regard to the observatory mechanism
Background

The concept of a global observation mechanism on water and sanitation was supported and mentioned many times by the international bodies.

The final document coming from the Commission on Sustainable Development, held in April 2005 in New York, integrates key provisions to follow up the progress made towards achieving the objectives laid down by the international community. This document underlines, in particular, that: 

· « The objectives stated in the Implementation Plan of Johannesburg and the development objectives agreed upon at the international level, in particular those stated in the Declaration of the Millennium, are complementary and an integrated approach is needed; »

· « It is necessary to recognize the role - as defined in the Implementation Plan of Johannesburg - that the regional commissions and other regional and sub-regional institutions and bodies will have to play in the implementation of Action 212, in the Implementation Plan of Johannesburg and in achieving the development objectives agreed upon at the international level, including those stated in the Declaration of the Millennium; »

and recommends among other things: 

· « To support, reinforce and carry out the follow-up, the drawing up of reports and voluntary evaluations in the topics related to water, sanitation and human settlements at the national and regional levels by existing mechanisms at global level, in order to follow up the progress made with regard to sustainable development, taking into account the specific needs of the developing countries, in particular by: 
· Improving data collection at all levels;

· Strengthening the comparability of the data at regional and global levels; »
In such a context, the concept of creating a Mediterranean regional observation mechanism was first of all introduced to EMWIS Steering Committee held on 23 June 2005 in Athens.

Thereafter, in the resolutions of their last conference in Rome in November 2005, the Euro-Mediterranean Water Directors agreed on the «Study, with voluntary countries, of the objectives and the feasibility of creating, within EMWIS, a water observation mechanism in the Mediterranean, for monitoring the indicators towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals related to water and sanitation in the Mediterranean region, as well as the implementation of the « water » component of the Mediterranean Strategy on Sustainable Development, based on information coming from the National Water Information Systems whenever they exist. »
Organization of the study

The feasibility study of this observation mechanism is planned in 2 steps. The first aims at formulating a vision and main orientations which would be given to this observation mechanism, based, in particular, on: 

· A study of the expectations of the regional organizations and national partners concerned;

· An analysis of the systems for the collection and production of information existing both at the regional and national levels; 

The first results of the study will be presented to the Euromed Water Directors for approval before activating the second step of the study (meeting planned in Athens on 6-7 November 2006).

After validation of the results of step 1 by the Water Directors, the 2nd step will enable the definition of detailed proposals. During this second step, national studies in other voluntary countries of the Mediterranean region will complement the analysis of existing systems and the study of expectations while refining the overall vision. 

Organization of the national studies

An analysis of the context and expectations is planned in step 1 in a similar way in 4 pilot countries: France, Jordan, Spain and Tunisia. The overall objective of this analysis at national level is: 

· To have a synthetic vision of the organization of water data management at the national level, and of the progress made in the implementation of a possible NWIS;

· To collect the opinions and expectations of a sample of potential users with respect to a future regional water observation mechanism in the Mediterranean region.

· To analyze the main information production, reporting and dissemination processes implemented to meet the needs at national and international level;

Content of the International Diagnostic Study: the current questionnaire

The study at international level aims at: 

1. Analyzing the operation and the difficulties encountered by the managers of the main collection processes in the Euromed countries;

2. Emphasizing possible synergies with other organizations/information collection processes;

3. Identifying their potential expectations with respect to the water observation mechanism in the Mediterranean

The questionnaire hereafter aims at facilitating the collection of information related to above-mentioned item 3. It is divided into six main sections: 

A. Identification of the person(s) answering to the enquiry;
B. Gathering of opinions on potential assignments and functionalities: « an observation mechanism for what ? »

C. Gathering of opinions on the topics to be dealt with by this mechanism
D. Gathering of opinions on the targeted public: « an observation mechanism for whom ? »

E. Gathering of opinions on the geographic area to be covered
F. Suggestions on the name of the mechanism

FEASIBILITY STUDY ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF A REGIONAL WATER OBSERVATION MECHANISM IN THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION 

 -------
PRELIMINARY SURVEY

« Analysis of the needs and expectations » 

A / IDENTIFICATION OF THE PERSON(S) ANSWERING TO THE ENQUIRY

	NAME: 



	FIRST NAME: 


 

	POSITION : 




	NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION: 




	ACRONYM OF THE ORGANIZATION: 




	ADDRESS: 




	ZIP CODE: 



	CITY: 




	TELEPHONE: 



	FAX: 




	E-MAIL: 




	WEBSITE : 





B / OPINION ON POTENTIAL ASSIGNMENTS AND FUNCTIONALITIES 

« AN OBSERVATION MECHANISM FOR WHAT? »
We think that the observation mechanism could constitute:

	Possible assignments and functionalities
	Very impor-tant
	Impor-tant
	Of little signify-cance
	Not useful/ Not advisable

	1. A support to the organization and development of national water information systems in the Euromed interested countries, with, in particular, opportunities for: 
	
	
	
	

	· Support/expert’s appraisal on the organizational and/or technical aspects of the NWISs
	
	
	
	

	· Assistance with the development of common languages at national level 
	
	
	
	

	· Assistance with the organization and enhancement of data and information 
	
	
	
	

	· Assistance with the definition and production of indicators for the follow-up and results of the IWRM policies 
	
	
	
	

	· Assistance with the reporting made by the countries to meet the requirements/ obligations at the international level and within their internal actions for integrated water resource management;
	
	
	
	

	· Assistance with the development of tools specific to the countries (management, quality control, support to decision making, etc.), 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	2. A tool for strengthening international cooperation between Mediterranean countries, by offering opportunities for:
	
	
	
	

	· Increasing the exchanges of experience between countries on data administration and enhancement 
	
	
	
	

	· Sharing the acquisition of additional data of common interest (e.g. satellite imagery, common reference frames, etc.) 
	
	
	
	

	· Sharing the development of processing tools by each country at national level (e.g.: support to the use of search engines combining documentary information, data and multimedia information) 
	
	
	
	

	· Developing new information sources according to the needs and targeted on the Mediterranean, which, of course, would be complementary with the existing systems 
	
	
	
	

	· Developing and coordinating the establishment of common reference frames at sub-regional level 
	
	
	
	

	· Promoting common methods for the production of information on topics such as:
	
	
	
	

	· Indicators for following up the implementation of IWRM policies
	
	
	
	


	· Environmental economy: water accounts/ environmental accounts
	
	
	
	

	· Assessment of resources and uses
	
	
	
	

	· Socioeconomic impact of IWRM policies 
	
	
	
	

	· …
	
	
	
	

	· Promoting South-South transfers of good practices and stimulating the countries by the comparison of results/performances and benchmarking
	
	
	
	

	· …
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	3. A relay between the collection processes at international level and the national and local sources in order to facilitate the production and the collection of comparable information at the regional level 
	
	
	
	

	· Assistance with need assessment 
	
	
	
	

	· Support to the definition of common reference frames between international organizations and countries allowing the strengthening of data comparability at regional levels
	
	
	
	

	· Support to the production of missing information at the regional level
	
	
	
	

	· Others 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	4. A support for the evaluation and promotion of what exists and the production and dissemination of information at the regional level 
	
	
	
	

	· Regional catalogue and characterization (metadata) of the sources of data and information useful for IWRM and made available to the public and international organizations by the countries 
	
	
	
	

	· Point of access to the produced information (reporting) within international partnerships 
	
	
	
	

	· Production of additional regional information
	
	
	
	

	· Analysis of synthesis and complementarity of action plans
	
	
	
	

	· Follow-up of the measures taken by governments 
	
	
	
	

	· Follow-up of measures / international, national financing implemented in the area 
	
	
	
	

	· Regular review of the regional progresses made/ public information 
	
	
	
	

	· Others ….
	
	
	
	


Comments and / or other expectations: 

	


C / OPINION ON THE TOPICS TO BE DEALT WITHIN THIS MECHANISM

	Possible topics
	Level of impor-tance

	Main possible expected outputs / Comments

	· Drinking water supply 
	
	

	· Sanitation
	
	

	· Follow-up of IWRM imple-mentation and political impacts
	
	

	· Inventory and characterization of water resources 
	
	

	· Characterization of programs for water resource monitoring 
	
	

	· Synthetic information of the qualitative and quantitative follow-up of the resource 
	
	

	· Characterization of non conventional water resources
	
	

	· Synthesis information on meteo-rology, climatology & rainfall
	
	

	· Characterization of programs for following up demand and uses
	
	

	· Synthetic information on uses 
	
	

	· Protection and exploitation of sea waters
	
	

	· Economic data (Cooperation, Development Activities, impact of economic activities on water resources, etc.) 
	
	

	· Data useful for risk prevention 
	
	

	· Drought 
	
	

	· Floods
	
	

	· Others (Tsunami, etc.)
	
	

	· Water and tourism
	
	

	· Water and health
	
	

	· Water and land use planning
	
	

	· Water and sustainable development
	
	

	· Others

·  
	
	


Comments and / or other topics: 

	


D / OPINION ON THE TARGETED PUBLIC


« AN OBSERVATION MECHANISM FOR WHOM? »

We think that the observation mechanism could be useful to:

	Possible categories of targeted public
	Yes
	No
	No opinion
	If positive

priority to which ones

	· International organizations


	
	
	
	

	· Stakeholders in water resource management at national level (politicians, technical managers, etc.) 
	
	
	
	

	· Stakeholders in water resource management at local level (basin, management unit level, etc.) 
	
	
	
	

	· The cooperation organizations intervening in water resource management 
	
	
	
	

	· Organizations of the civil society: local authorities, common-cause associations, professional groups, university academicians, searchers, experts 
	
	
	
	

	· The users of water resources (irrigators, industrialists, municipalities, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	· Press and public at large


	
	
	
	

	· Others


	
	
	
	


E / OPINION ON THE GEOGRAPHIC AREA TO BE COVERED
We think that the mechanism should cover:

( The 35 Euromed countries
( The 35 Euromed countries and any other interested country of the Mediterranean basin 
( The Euromed countries of the Mediterranean basin 
( The Euromed countries of the Mediterranean basin and any other interested country of the Mediterranean basin 

In addition, at the level of each country, the mechanism should cover: 

Please tick one (and only one) option corresponding to your choice (replace( by() 
	( The whole country


	Corresponding area in the case of France
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	( Only the main water resource management units in contact with the Mediterranean  


	Corresponding area in the case of France
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	( Only the administrative regions of the country which are in contact with the Mediterranean  
	Example of corresponding area in the case of France
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	( Other: 
	


F - PROPOSALS FOR GIVING ANOTHER NAME TO THE MECHANISM 

We suggest that the « Mediterranean water observation mechanism » could be named as follows: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………
G - OTHER COMMENTS OR USEFUL INFORMATION

ENQUIRY TO BE SENT BACK BY BEFORE Sept X 2006
To Mr. Interwies  E-mail : Interwies@gmx.de
�  0= Not useful/ Not advisable; 1 = Of little significance; 2 Important; 3 = Very important
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