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Report on Young Scientist Program in Annual Meeting of the New Champions 2012
The Annual Meeting of the New Champions 2012 was held September 11-13, 2012 in Tianjin, People’s Republic of China. The theme of the meeting was “Creating the Future Economy”. A total of 34 young scientists from 18 countries participated in AMNC. This report outlines the activities, organization, feedbacks and suggestions of the Young Scientist program.
Activities

In addition to the regular AMNC program, the Young Scientists participated in several private events:
1) Young Scientists Welcome Reception and Dinner (hosted by the Tianjin Municipal Government, 18:30-20:00 on Sept. 10, 2012):  
a) About a half of the Young Scientists attended the reception. 
b) We thought that mentors were also to attend the reception, but we did not meet them.
2) An informal meeting with Dr. Howard Alper, Chair and President of Science, Technology and Innovation Council of Canada (evening of Sept. 11, Crystal Palace Hotel lobby). The meeting lasted about two hours. Dr. Alper described the history of the young scientists program and the need for the group to leave its legacy. He also mentioned the Global Young Academy (GYA) program and encouraged everyone to join. He introduced an existing program which supports collaboration between young scientists and participating entrepreneurs at the World Economic Forum. Rreturning young scientist Dr. Xingsheng Liu shared his experience at the 2011 meeting with the young scientists. Dr. Alper and Dr. Liu discussed the nature of WEF, the goal and expectations of Young Scientist program.
3) Meeting with Dr. Wan Gang, Minister of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China (07:30-08:45 on Sept 12, 2012). Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson, President of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and Board Member of World Economic Forum USA Foundation, served as a panelist for the program. Dr. Howard Alper, Chair and President of Science, Technology and Innovation Council of Canada moderated the program. The program went very well and was well received by the Young Scientists. After the program, Dr. Jackson and Dr. Alper continued informal discussions with the Young Scientists.
4) From Minds to Markets (cross-community workshop, 14:15-15:45 on Sept. 13, 2012). The communities of Young Scientists, Technology Pioneers, Social Entrepreneurs, Global Growth Companies, and Young Global Leaders attended the workshop. The program also went well. Many Young Scientists appreciated the close connection to entrepreneurs and others how are closer to markets. The discussions were perceived as stimulating and interesting—so much so that the general feeling was that it would have been good to have more time for the discussions. 

5) Meeting (mainly Q&A session) with Prof. Philip Campbell, Editor-in-Chief of Nature magazine (evening of Sept. 13, Crystal Palace Hotel lobby). The meeting lasted about two hours. It was very interactive, with a lively back-and-forth between the Young Scientists and Dr. Campbell on the publication process and philosophy of Nature, on general trends in publishing in STEM fields, and today’s challenges faced by young scientists. The meeting was very useful and beneficial to the Young Scientists.

6) Tianjin City Tour and Closing Dinner (hosted by the Tianjin Municipal Government, 13:30-20:00 on Sept. 14, 2012). Each Young Scientist was assigned to one of two tour routes. The tours were very beneficial to the Young Scientists. During the tours, there were seminars at Tianjin Polytechnic University and Tianjin University of Finance and Economics for route 1 and 2, respectively. Young Scientist David Juncker (McGill University, Canada) gave a presentation on how to use antibody microarrays and microfluidics in biomedical diagnostics at Tianjin Polytechnic University. Young Scientist Jerome Amir Singh (University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa) gave a presentation on “Scientific and Technological Enterprises: ethical, social, cultural, and legal implications”. The seminars were very impressive and highly recognized by the audience. The closing dinner party was lavish with impressive performances by students. Though more interaction with the faculty, students, and alumns of the Tianjin Polytechnic Universities that were in attendance would have been appreciated, it was a beautiful end to our time at AMNC
Organization
The Young Scientists were grateful for the opportunity to attend AMNC. Given the diversity of interests and activities represented among the Young Scientists and at AMNC more broadly, there was a diversity of impressions Young Scientists had of AMNC and the value it added to their perspectives. 
The first impression of the Young Scientists program was that it could be better organized. The young scientists were not clear of the nature of the WEF. The goal and expectations of this program was not clear at first, especially on the first day of the meeting. The major reason was that there was a lack of mentoring or communication for young scientists before the opening of the forum. Young scientists wanted to gather together for a meeting or briefing, but it was hard to get the participants list. Later on a participants list was received from both Dr. Howard Alper and the staff of the forum. In the evening of Sept. 11, Dr. Alper and returning young scientist Xingsheng Liu organized a meeting/discussion session for the young scientists at the Crystal Palace Hotel lobby. The nature of WEF, the goal and expectations were communicated to the young scientists. The next days everything moved on the right track. This could be improved with better communication before AMNC, better mentoring during AMNC, and an earlier establishment of an online community for Young Scientists already before the meeting (so Young Scientists, for example, have access to a list of all participants before the meeting starts). Tour and Closing Dinner Party on the last day was well organized.

Feedback
Some of the feedback from Young Scientists is quoted below. The meeting was perceived as very beneficial to Young Scientists—more so than the typical meetings within our disciplines that we attend regularly. There was strong desire for collaboration among Young Scientists as well as between Young Scientists and the private sector and governments/NGO. The close interactions within and among these communities that WEF enabled were invaluable and truly unique. It is evident that “the World Economic Forum is not a conference, instead it is a community”. The Young Scientists program clearly fosters WEF’s mission of “Improving the State of the World;” it also furthers the careers and broadens the horizons of Young Scientists by facilitating close and meaningful interactions with other communities, which do not arise as easily in any other setting we know.  
“It was a real pleasure meeting all of you during the World Economic Forum in Tianjin. It was very enriching and inspiring discussing with all of you during and out of the different sessions at the WEF. I hope we will keep in touch and eventually collaborate and exchange with whom we share themes of common interest.”
“WEF has been a good unconventional meeting. Most importantly, it was a pleasure meeting you all in Tianjin and learning about all of you and your respective activities. I hope we can keep in touch and hopefully (when opportunities present themselves) undertake activities together.”
“For most of us it was first meeting of WEF and I really enjoyed the format of the whole program and it was really nice to discuss with people of diverse background and specialties. I have visited other lounges like Global Young leaders etc and they have produced very good material about them but still there was lack of communication among the young scientists otherwise it would have more great but overall it was really nice. I had great time with my fellow young scientists and good discussions on various topics. As most of you know that in Pakistan we are facing many challenges but with these there are also lots of opportunities. In order to promote science and science culture in Pakistan we have stared National Academy of Young Scientists and it is working very well to achieve its objectives. We would like to have collaboration in this regard. I myself working in area of stem cell biology and biotechnology so if anybody want to do collaboration especially some applied project, you are most welcome.”
“The WEF meeting was a blast for me… The unconventional environment, the energy  of the participants, the thought provoking interventions, the Young Scientists, and let’s face it, the royal treatment, all contributed to a memorable experience!

“The WEF meeting was a truly unique treat. I enjoyed the interactions among the Young Scientists and with members of other communities, for example, the Technology Pioneers and Social Entrepreneurs. With some we already identified common interests and perspectives, on which we can and will be building to “improve the state of the world.”
I uploaded a selection of the pictures from the meeting and the cultural events that I hope you will enjoy and that can be seen by clicking the link”
“It was a pleasure to meet all of you… it was such a experience (a blast as David said). Of course, I hope we keep contact for future possible projects.
It was just a starting point…”
“Great photographer and great camera! It brought me back to the exciting moments of the meeting.”
Suggestions

The Young Scientists were grateful for the opportunity to attend the AMNC and attend both the private program and sessions in the general AMNC program. Two suggestions nevertheless emerged: (1) The Young Scientists would like to have more sessions like “From Minds to Markets,” which link different communities, with sufficient time allocated for such sessions to enable in-depth discussions. We realize that such interaction is facilitated in many sessions in the general program, but dedicated sessions linking Young Scientists particularly to the Technology Pioneers and Social Entrepreneurs would be particularly welcome. (2) The Young Scientists would benefit from better communication about the nature WEF, AMNC, its communities and about goals and expectations, ideally before the start of the meeting. A mentoring program or discussion session before the official meeting would also be helpful. 
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